
 
 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
 

Active Voices, First Unitarian Society of Minneapolis (FUS) 
 
 

Who We Are  
 
Active Voices was born out of grief and despair following the 2016 election. One FUS 
member said, “I’m going to write a letter every week. Who wants to join me?” Since 
then, Active Voices meets every Tuesday afternoon to consider what issue to focus on, 
agrees on text for postcards (better than letters), and produces postcards that give our 
congregation the simplest means possible to make their opinions known to legislators 
and other government officials.  
 
 
 
What We’re Doing 
 
Members of Active Voices, putting our common values into action, are now more 
deeply engaged in the congregation and have made strong connections with each other, 
as well as with longtime members and newcomers to FUS. Each week, we pre-print, 
pre-address, and mail 140 or more postcards from our mid-size congregation. Only the 
sender’s signature and zip code are needed. We’re getting the attention of our 
legislators, who are responding to our issues! 
 
 
 
How to Join Us 
 
Our text and format are free for use by congregations, organizations, and individuals. 
Send a request to activevoices@firstunitarian.org so we can add you to our mailing list 
to receive our weekly notifications. We will also provide you with a list of government 
departments and agencies that will be appropriate recipients of messages. We can 
supply pre-formatted address labels for Federal committees and other Federal offices, 
and for Minnesota congresspersons. You will want to use the names and addresses of 
your representatives if they differ from ours.  
 

 
 



 
 

FIVE EASY STEPS 
 
Equipment needed is the same for groups and individuals: a computer with a program 
such as Word or Pages that can send and receive e-mails and a printer that can print on 
8½ x 11, 65-110# card stock, and 30-per sheet label paper. 
 

For congregations or groups 
 

1. Decide on a timely issue or legislation for messaging to elected office holders and 
appropriate others. All issues must be nonpartisan if using the Active 
Voices network (that is, they cannot support candidates or political parties). 
The message should include an action needed by the recipient of the card. 

 
2. Print the message four to a page and cut into single postcards. The return address 

on the other side should be yours. 
 

3. Determine recipients and print address labels. Many office holders will be repeat 
recipients, so print those labels in quantity. In general, labels are printed for 
signers’ representatives in Congress, state and national legislatures, and local 
governments. 
 

4. Announce availability of postcards for signing as widely as possible, e.g., from the 
pulpit and/or via electronic newsletters, if any. We urge individuals not 
associated with participating organizations to give extra postcards to family and 
friends and encourage them to join us as you have done. 
 

5. Get the postcards signed and mail them. Postcards expressing opinions and 
urging positions are tallied by most legislative recipients. 

 
For individuals or small groups  
 

1. We email pre-formatted postcards to you with our text for the week. You print 
and prepare them, including cutting them apart, labeling, and stamping. 

 
2. Continue with Steps 4 and 5, above. 

 
Join us! The more we are heard, the more powerful we become! 
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