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4.  CLOSING WORDS    

(in Christian tradition called benedictions: bene, well and dicere, saying) 
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Closing Words: Go in Peace  

Go in peace.  
Go be peace. 

Go be the answers 
everyone searches for. 

Go, relying on the power  
of the human spirit. 

So may it be! 



63

Closing Words: We Go Now 

We go now, out into the world, 
embracing our responsibility to our earth; 
embracing our responsibility to each other.  

We go now—enriched and enlivened—,  
out into our beautiful, broken world.  
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Closing Words: May All Those 

May those who mourn be comforted. 
May all be sheltered in mercy. 
May all be clothed by compassion. 
May hunger and thirst be quenched in justice. 

May all go in peace, rejoicing  
in the power of the human spirit. 

So may it be! 
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Closing Words: Go in Knowing 

Go out into the world knowing  
that freedom is the power  
to dominate what dominates you. 

Go, be the justice you lack. 
Go, be the power you feel. 
Go, be the compassion all thirst for.  

Go, emboldened by the power of the human spirit.  

Go, creating freedom. 

So may it be.  
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Closing Words: Encounter Peace 

May all that is bless  
and keep you; 

may joy and gratitude  
shine in you. 

Know that you are 
a light in the world:  

may all who meet you  
encounter peace. 

(Adapted from Numbers 6:22-26) 
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Closing Words: Neither Power Nor Politics 

Be confident that neither death nor life,  
neither power nor politics,  

neither things now nor things to come,  
neither mystery nor conviction,  

nor anything on the earth or in the sky, 
will ever separate you from love and compassion. 

(adapted from Romans 8:38-39) 
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Closing Words: Consider the Depth 

Consider the depth of the riches  
and the wisdom and the knowledge  

in human time. Consider the art  
and the languages. Consider  

how boundless the human imagination 
is in this mysterious thing called life— 

searching enigmas; finding threats:  
discovering laws . . . 

May we join in the discovery; 
may we work for the good.  

May we embody the best  
of the human spirit. 

So may it be! 

(adapted from Romans 11:33, 36) 



69

Closing Words: In Harmony with All 

May the grace that is  
in endurance and in hope  
grant you to live in such  

harmony with all, in such  
agreement with all, that 
together we may, with  

one voice,  create 
grace, endurance and  
hope for all that is.  

(adapted from Romans 15:5-6) 
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Closing Words: Unshakable 

Therefore, friends, be steadfast,  
unshakable, always ready to help  

our neighbors, knowing that doing  
good for others is never done in vain.  

(adapted from 1 Corinthians 15:58) 
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Closing Words: Love and Peace 

Finally, friends, rejoice. Restore  
connections, affirm one another,  
walk with one another, even when  

you disagree. Live in love and peace  
and love and peace will be with you.   

(adapted from 2 Corinthians 13:11) 
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Closing Words: In Love and Compassion 

May we hear our hearts:  
teaching, learning. 
May we hear our hearts:  
the wisdom; the songs; 

the heart’s cries for compassion.  
May we live in gratitude  
for all that is. May all we do 
be done in love and compassion.  

(adapted from Colossians 3:16-17) 



73

Closing Words: Lightly Upon the Our Earth 

May our love only increase. 
May our gratitude only increase. 
May our love for the world 
and compassion for its creatures 

only increase as we, in kindness 
for ourselves, in kindness for others,  
learn to live lightly upon our earth. 

(adapted from Thessalonians 3:12-13) 
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Closing Words: Grace, Mercy, Peace 

May grace, mercy,  
and peace be with us 
as we work for grace,  

mercy, and peace. 
May we live grace. 
May we live mercy. 

May we live peace 
as we live lightly and  
lovingly on our planet. 

(adapted from Thessalonians 3:12-13) 
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Closing Words: All Are Worthy 

All are worthy, 
therefore may we  
strive for all to feel  

worthy, have peace, 
well-being. Strength. 

All are worthy,  
therefore me we 
strive for justice. 

(adapted from Revelation 5:12-13) 
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Closing Words: Go Be the Power  

Go. Create justice.  
Create love. 

Be the way to peace. 
Be the truth of peace. 
Be the light of peace.  

Go. Be the Power  
in the human spirit. 
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Closing Words: Go Knowing 

Go out into the world 
knowing that you are enough— 
enough to hold the world. 

May love enfold you.  
May compassion uphold you.  
May justice show you the way. 

Go, rejoicing in the power 
of the human spirit. 

So may it be! 

  



78

Closing Words: Go Blessed in Life’s Bounty 

May you be blessed by life’s bounty. 
May you be kept in earth’s embrace. 
May light precede you. 
May justice inform you. 
May peace follow you. 
May gratitude mark your way. 

So may it be!  
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Closing Words: Live, Nourish, Create 

May you live in love.  
May you nourish justice 
May you breathe compassion. 
May you embrace the power 
of the human spirit. 
May you live in gratitude. 
all the days of your life.  
 .  
So may it be!  
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Closing Words: Go With the Power 

Go out into the world.  

Be fearless.  
Ask questions.  
Hold onto what is good.  

Strengthen the weak.  
Comfort the fearful.  
Serve the suffering.  

Do what makes you come alive.  

Rejoice in the power of the human spirit.  

So may it be!  


