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2.  CHALICE LIGHTINGS 
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Chalice Lighting: Gratitude 

Some moments only grace 
can get us through. A touch. 
A glance. A word. Time. 

Other moments a call comes 
and the news is not disaster.  
That moment is gratitude.  

We light this chalice in gratitude.  
Gratitude for grace.  
Gratitude for gratitude.  
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Chalice Lighting: Embracing Responsibility  

We light this flame 
reminding ourselves 
that we are both 
the light and the fire; 
both warmth and darkness. 

Reminding ourselves  
that we are both 
destroyer and sustainer. 

We light this flame 
embracing our responsibility 
to the earth and to each other.   
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Chalice Lighting: Justice, Meaning, and Purpose 
  

We light this chalice 
remembering and honoring our own tradition 
and celebrating the rich diversity of traditions among us. 
As we search for justice, meaning, and purpose, 
may we remember that justice, meaning, and purpose 
live first in deeply listening to one another. 

(This chalice lighting was written for a multifaith gathering.) 
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Chalice Lighting: Expectation 

We kindle this flame in expectation.  
Not the expectation that justice will soon prevail. 
Not the expectation that the struggle will soon be won. 

Yet in the expectation that companionship and joy 
will be ours on journey.  
We kindle this flame in community and expectation. 
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Chalice Lighting: We Unite In Our Differences 

We unite in our differences in background and belief; 
We unite—with gratitude and hope: 
Hope for a world of differences; 
Hope for a world that honors difference; 
We unite in community 
With gratitude for difference. 
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Chalice Lighting: Better Together 

We light this flame.  
The hope ignited is 
the hope in our gathering  

together. 

We gather in this place. 
We gather in this tradition.  
We gather to ignite hope,  

here, now, together.  
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Chalice Lighting: In This Time of Loss 

In this time of loss 
In this time of asking why  
We light a flame of sharing  
We light a flame of commitment. 
In this time of why 
We light this flame  
Sign of our searching 
Sign of our sharing 
Sign that together we remember 
Together we ask why 
Together in sadness and joy  
We share light. 
Together we celebrate  
What we are together. 
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Chalice Lighting: Hymn to the Light 

Our light is the light of the sun,  
keeper of all we love. 

Our light is the light of the earth,  
provider of sustenance. 

Our light is the light of all living things,  
life precious like our own. 

Our light is the light of each of us,  
bound together in need and hope. 

Our light is the light of the cosmos, 
keeper of all we have known 

and all we will ever know.     



Chalice Lighting: Opening the Book 

 

We tender this flame, opening the book, 

turning to a page yet to be written.  

Opening a story yet to be told.  

 

May we fill this fresh page wisely.  

May we write a new story into being.  

May we together inscribe the page with hope. 
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