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Mﬂé"‘@% 8 the {(now yathey mony) years Bheh I have beon o Unltarisn miniaher,
"I;‘Aiiigé‘s‘ifé been mads awere; blme snd seeln, Thab Unllariens s¥e net necedgpvily
cheld La nigh repule. Net thal wd abd held b0 by wielouwgly wicked, o¥
o sotelly lecking in ohbiesl oullnok. W may \lndesd he acknowledped ¢ be
somawhish decant nelghboyd and yathek uprlghd eibizens. Bub becauvse wo sws
no% in wheb ls conceived to he some righid religlons Ehatvey We are aab boe
youd being lodked upusn o8 @iﬁ%é@iﬁ;ﬁ&lﬁé charpebsrs, boyond full apProvak,
a%ﬁ subjest Lo havgh ddefaver. On (Lor) moks dhsn one @@@aéi@ng I have
done marriage and Funeral servives, and besaude T bave nob iﬁisﬁ sred the
usnaly, expected phyaseology, I have bad the kiok-back of being teld thsd
& particuler sepvice Ap and of Lbeelf was well intendsd, but that 1% had.
pathing to do with peliglon and therefore was guhte fuadefuate. And x
have 1lved these momy yeass as & U?xi*%%@}i’%ﬁ ninigver with the commenly re-
pEated charge thab the Yuhtarian ohupah és ne church ab all, and that I,
wittingly ov vnwi bhinglyy am duing the work of fhe gewdl in luring poople
ity thy dark empbiness of bwrellgion. As o winisbey, I long ege 1@@;5115@
%6 live wlth thisg kim of thing with o degvee of philesophloesl debeckuent
snd soelologileal surlosity, and {(some whad may) I anm ok 1lkely % change
oY weys and my vhows jush in ordgy e %‘%‘é‘?ﬁﬁ gocial appifoval.

Quhers h@weﬁ‘e&% (e o this Undborion Betdoby or perheps dosivoung:of
Goining 4t end kﬁﬂmﬂdg the dlespprovel of yelatives and sensing the
dlgsatisfaction of obhera, may hatw yawy prieking resarvations, smé, I am
nth beyond having considersble sSywpatheidie m@%ﬁf%ﬁmﬁ% Bf thelr siﬁ;;a
abion ard 1F chey should lenwve & nob join beseavss of thet sltuation T
would in no way be gondempabory of thelr metlon) may be more bothered
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geolyly made wp of ewtsbanding  schelors in variovs. flolds = bsgam pgm,gﬁ_
axbion o a. éaum&;};% and of pertiowiar note in the Firsd igsues of i;hg.,s
Journgl wus the veyy wesl aLEflevily of sgresing on & definition of
religion end staling oub the aree of epproprisbe Atudy. *‘ﬁi@,&% is zveligmm
Cand how far doed &b emtend? The usual pRswsyy, end one Syill, relterated
in most dictlopaxies, empbasiZes the centrallity @f Goteleliefy and theves
by linfte the vapge of woligion o these who bave such & beliefy Bub
bhisg % Lo agresd, f4 o mosd ingWler polnk ef wiew whieh fails to ine-
aludes much ¢lee Shehk mlshh rlehtly be Gonsidared Yo be yeligion. There
are Fieat of all o considorehle nunber ﬂ’f‘ mgremete 1n whiéh 'ﬁlia:f?'& is no

senbrallity of ‘& ﬁ@ém'ia@iiﬁ ef, in which there ig ne worship of & (-;ad; and &R
whick there i no bellef Shwb the world wap divinely ereated. Such hag
been Jainiom, whioh spose in Indie back in the shath century B,C. Um‘i;-ézm
iying Jain dostrine Le the bellel Blab %&mgﬁyi}@ﬁg o the universe is |
whornak. Thewe wes ne beglonipg snd thowe Ly we Qﬁﬁlﬁgq gpirlts go
Lheough smeeeagw@ iﬁ@&%ﬁaﬁimgg and 3% i3 up o sgch 1hdividual to meke
hia (5558 éesmwf a,:c;z.é ’&@ &.E;hiaﬂé*@ hig awn xﬁ@igmp*ggﬁm Theve aps gods « |
Bhat ie o say bmmfﬁual beings higher than nan in verhous degrees, bub
ﬁfam;;rinff %o them i uwheless. They '&éﬁr‘z@ﬁ inberfore with the 1lves of man.
Evan 2t 8 h},%hef 1evel, %&@y ard in the ‘s%&m@ apme a8 man) they oo are
?eapﬂtlﬁibla fag Haaly own ;é’a%@s snd have bo Work cuh thely own sslvations.
To 1:@ atﬁ@m@@ ETy g&;@ﬁgih:iaf i3 N&rmn&za g ghabe vhereln theshrit i
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as sgvieurs, who most fully exemplified Y“the broadferding place of
virtue.,® The situvation was very mueh Lthe seme wlth Buddhlem, parﬁieup
larly in its early centuries of develepmenb, and a mmnﬁaantrality‘ef
God-belisf wag even more prohounced in Cenfuclanlsm which was squérely
centered in the here and now and provided a system of ethlcal precepts
Ffor individusl amd secial behavier, Sush pesitiens bave had mlllions
and millieons of adherents whe have found therein erientatien and moti=
vatien, By thelir a@h@ésnts these have heen congidered to be religious
in as much g degree as Judaism and Christlanity have been held to be
religions by their mdherents. An interpretatien of religlon based on
centrality of God-helief, as largely derived from the Judeo-Christian
tradition is held by virtually all scholars of religlem te be inadequate

for a comprehension of the sweep and hature of religion.

Again the equating of rellglen with belief in God and worship eof God 1s
st most a cabeh-phrase of execluglve simplleity, whiseh inmediately begins
to fall apart when we extend our view and delve iate vg?i@us Fajar ways
of conceiving of god. Threugheut the history of mankind there have been

countless gods -~ and even geddesses. Yet throughout the sweep of histery,

virtually all ef these have been cast aside, divested of assumed reality,

relegated to the reelm of myth and legend. Today mest men put no
credence im them, scaroely even think of them, and most certalnly don't

worship them. The mabber wis mever allowed te rest with simply any fori

of worship of any kind of god, Intreduced inte the sitwation was a
heightened semse of ethleal sriticism, which mest polafedly in Judalsm
not only replasced the many tribal gods with the coneept of one God =

the God of all ereabtien - but abtributed be thet god gualities of anmd
demands for jusltiee and merey, peace and 19vga Judelsm, which may be

eredibed with belng the fouptaln-head of momolheism, haw ever since

cetained in its main tradibion, 8 bellef im God, and Thus 18 readlly
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Eaﬁﬁbali‘i‘ayﬁ gz’ll of whieh ave @gﬁa@e&gﬁ elden to Juisimm. In terms of
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of Bellef fn Gpd csn be just ss omphy. of meaning se o resdy veicilng of

1{—,&

dbshealie? in God 4% Loaah gome abhéntion should e giver to the “aulte:
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This  sondepds; bovewswy alincush sHill widely %ﬁ@*ﬁf@i@ﬁ% ‘has long Been
aeknowl, edgad o be nob W bhoud Hone sariows Qhffieuwitias, Mot serlous,
of coursy, had beos the difflevity of establinking the exlitence of auch
i} ‘P}@ﬁfeﬁ’ axd g—,iﬁmg m;ﬁ ?iﬁ@iﬁé} Sesswiphton of 1%8 abteibubed. | Thls has
never peon dons Gn the h@gm of whh Gould be atomphed as duperinental
Pindings; sud bDelng Qap@::wémly dmpossible, theps is 18%6Le LT any attempt
mads in that ﬁ*eéﬁiﬁm Bat«h@? the very irﬂpf&% Wiliky ifé made %G support
the propositioh Hiat Ged ig& mi@;@lﬁf unkoug, Albogetler othey Lrom man
and wirld, and Bhersfors auibe beyond destripbion snd wxperimental tests
The Lwplidablion ln Bhigy ;a that bhers in aush p power, but Lb Lls rather
fz’*an’ﬂgl;? admitbed had hellel In the wilshonse OF such & power musgh rest
o falih e:xmrlz&ﬁ be zeld ho e Divine Revelabion. Such wesort to falth,
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é%@%zin 8L, '%i»?iﬁ t on grounde of reasop 'i:‘:;;;mz%e“%théz?@' wan no way of bnowing thet
@m ‘ﬁ:géi wr-a%m. flxe mﬂm*zség mﬁw -l ésmmﬁng; ot 4ty basle
congunent se hod sliveye been _ij}fﬁéﬁﬁ*f&‘?é@ Bt net belng senbent to loave the

e b ‘%hcfé?,@ hquinas %‘*‘&%}?‘ﬁ&@ he Falth o -?avglaﬁim in siiip‘f:}@ft of bes -
‘&he teuths of fﬁ*ﬂi%l&ﬂiﬂn o ‘if‘@i@h ae ﬂﬁ;ﬁ; ﬁﬂa ﬁ@ﬁlﬁ" ﬁ,ai '%}E‘EL truthe of
PERE0n, never iﬁ%la% %3‘*{3;3{ aye Loghoadly @:@;Em mm&@ fﬁha; dather; point,
howevesy is e:gaas’géﬁfm&ma Hm ﬁa‘mg&mv g6 when ﬁlﬁ?@ ,Lg ;tf's@ %2-215’&2”*1?&1@21%&1
hout that can be gppbied %o ek bl é;}%z* ﬂ@@f‘%@;@‘fgimﬁ A what still Pemaing
88 & s;sgmabm,% Thosk o aoseptants of Yhe notion of God as ewantor 18
‘f;hé s‘uﬁam shhion ﬁﬁ@’% ha @%& u@ﬂ bhe oL z:}ti% sx‘ mﬁﬁmﬁgﬁ '*:i?'za_.‘a%% HOHEe
shing mn ii;:c*3 ﬁﬁe&t@d x?}z?m of aaﬁhmg; i,s whﬁliéy add on e a,z..i auﬁ ol
p@m@mm | .@ti&‘agm %:.ha:e :;m,s% b sone azé%ema&a%igy astabing s&“@j Sl
zﬁa%é* ar !‘x‘iéil xgemzzﬂ,a B 'I::e mﬁﬂ@ggu G ‘?@%’f&ﬁi@@, in wh«a‘&@veﬁ mamner and by
ﬂfh&‘t’t:@??eﬁ BOgNS fm;y bes Avﬁn the. ;&mh FTertilo imgina&im ! @fmé bafiled,

TRE aot grea a%ly dighel icgﬁngég mf@?ﬂ@ the thought of Sﬁmm‘; ;3% beﬂfng

amw out of zmahmgﬁ ?31@ et mhm”ms a?:imzﬁ the @mg#z@ s:s'ﬂ 1ife and

abeut the ongolng mﬁum; ax f;ha m&ig&mg &fj} xglamvel;r misz mygberi es
Transenden
eazﬁmmc‘i é@ n%:u.e supmsmm:@ iah W a trEnbaent dody however poverful,

Gmﬂd b@,’m oreah éac':l fhe waoks @hiﬂ@; mi% o Bothing,

%}:15 “s‘.;{:; m@nﬁi@m E§i‘1ﬁ ﬁ&ﬁaw AL ae i@t@ii&y f;&i-";“;.‘i: ’?'3@3 sver heen associated with
‘%:Jie eﬁnfﬁﬁz}ﬁr of o trenscendent God + thewe iﬁ; the poblen of evil. The

posl ting of & :)givizze WiAL Bhat 56 mlispiwerdul and alisloviog has alveys




o

aucasioned o sondein, BAd MaFe Ghin onee, an angul hod, dongern as 4o
why Bhere 16 so madh Wagedyy and sarrowy and ewliferdng, and o ey iﬁ

. ‘{*}33% W ijilé.ﬂ Efi g}cg‘( {,g..i.@ Dl \Fmﬁ §fi¢3¢1 & - él AR wﬁﬁé’iﬁé_f iﬁj 8)}.{ é . :L:?L lﬁ'ﬁfinggé 'g:;gui@—

2 the vewy beglhuing, ov ¢lse would be maved

=

ﬁﬁ%@ provenbod wld Bhhs fro
b duborvens 1 #ho 3?1@%"" of matwre And Relug mosh, if neb il of by

%o a8 end, Huck fid p the nevmely widdsnresd huwan peastion o the
mabber, and Wiy and agabh threwgh prayer and, petition snd sMCpifleé
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